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PARTICULARS OF ITS ORGANIZATION, FUNCTIONS 
AND   DUTIES 

 ORGANISATIONAL HISTORY AND SET UP 
The Brahmaputra Board, an autonomous statutory body was set up under an Act of 
Parliament called the Brahmaputra Board Act, (Act of 46 of 1980)  under the Ministry 
of  Irrigation (Now renamed as Ministry of Jal Shakti). The jurisdiction of the Board includes 
both the Brahmaputra and Barak Valleys and covers all the States of the North Eastern 
Region either in full or in part. The Board consists of 21 Members, 4 are full time Members 
and 17 part time, representing seven states of the North Eastern Region, North Eastern 
Council, concerned Ministries viz. Ministry of Jal Shakti, Agriculture, Finance, Power & 
Surface Transport and Departments of the Government of India viz. Central Water 
Commission, Geological Survey of India, India Meteorological Department and the Central 
Electricity Authority, List of Members of the Board appointed under clause (A), (B), (C), (D) 
& (E) of sub-section (3) of section (4) is at Annex-I. 

Since creation of the Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER) and after 
inclusion of Sikkim and part of West Bengal falling in Brahmaputra Basin within the 
jurisdiction of Brahmaputra Board, the Secretary of DoNER; the Secretary, I&FCD, Sikkim; 
the Secretary, Irrigation and Waterways Department, West Bengal are included as Special 
Invitees in Board meetings along with the Chief Engineer (BOBO), CWC, Shillong, Adviser 
(NE), NITI Aayog (former Planning Commission) and Joint Secretary (Administration), 
MoJS, DoWR, RD&GR. 

The Board started functioning with its Head Quarters at Guwahati from 11.01.1982. As per 
sub-section (2) of section (3) of the Brahmaputra Board Rules, 1981 the Board has 
established a Liaison Office at New Delhi. 

A High Powered Review Board to oversee the work of the Brahmaputra Board was 
constituted with the Union Minister of Jal Shakti (Now Ministry of Jal Shakti) as the 
Chairman and Chief Minister of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland and Tripura and Union Minister/ Ministers of State for Finance, Transport, Power, 
Agriculture, Commission as Members, the Chairman, Brahmaputra Board as the Member-
Secretary, Member (RM), CWC is a permanent invitee. List of Members of the High 
Powered Review Board appointed by the Govt of India vide Resolution No. 2(17)/80/FC/460 
dated 19.03.1982 and as amended vide Resolution No.23/8/925- ER dated 01.10.1992 is 
enclosed at Annex-II. 

After inclusion of Sikkim and part of West Bengal falling in Brahmaputra Basin within the 
jurisdiction of Brahmaputra Board, the Chief Secretary, I&FCD, Sikkim; the Chief Secretary, 
Irrigation and Waterways Department, West Bengal are invited as Special Invitees in High 
Powered Review Board of Board meetings. 



 FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES OF BRAHMAPUTRA BOARD 
 

Functions of Brahmaputra Board have been defined in the Brahmaputra Board Act, 1980 as 
below; 

Clause 12. 
 

(1) Subject to the other provisions of this Act and the rules, the Board shall carry out 
surveys and investigations in the Brahmaputra Valley and prepare a Master Plan 
for the control of floods and bank erosion and improvement of drainage in the 
Brahmaputra Valley: 

 
Provided that the Board may prepare the Master Plan in part with reference to 
different areas of the Brahmaputra Valley or with reference to different matters 
relating to such areas and may as often as it considers necessary so to do, revise the 
Master Plan or any part thereof. 

 
(2) In preparing the Master Plan, the Board shall have regard to the development and 

utilization of Jal Shakti of the Brahmaputra Valley for irrigation, hydro power, 
navigation and other beneficial purposes and shall, as far as possible, indicate in 
such plan the works and other measures which may be undertaken for such 
development. 

 
(3) The Master Plan shall be submitted to the Central Government as soon as may 

be after it has been prepared or, as the case may be revised and the Central 
Government shall, after consultation with the State Governments concerned, 
approve the same subject to such modifications as it may deem fit. 

 
Clause 13 (1) 

 
a) To prepare Detailed Project Reports & estimates for dams and other projects 

proposed in Master Plans; 
 

b) To draw up standards and specifications for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of such dams and other projects 

 
c) To construct, with the approval of Central Government, multi-purpose dams and 

works connected therewith proposed in Master Plans as approved by Central 
Govt. and maintain & operate such dams and works; 

 
d) To prepare, in consultation with the State Government concerned, a phased 

programme for the construction by the State Government of all dams and other 
projects proposed in the Master Plans as approved by the Central Government 
other than those referred in (c); 

 
e) Perform any other function which may be prescribed for the proper 

implementation of this Act; 
 

f) To perform such other functions as supplemental, incidental or consequential to 
functions specified above; 



Board may with the approval of the Central Government construct any dam or project 
referred to in Clause 13(1)(d) above, if it is satisfied, having regard to the cost of 
construction, and the expertise required for the construction, of any such dam or project, 
that it is expedient so to do; 

 
Clause 13(2) 
Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (d) of sub section (1), the Board may, with 
the prior approval of the Central Government, construct any dam or project referred to in 
that clause if it is satisfied, having regard to the cost of construction, and the expertise 
required for the construction, of any such dam or project, that it is expedient so to do. 

 
Clause -13(3) 

 
The Board may maintain and operate any dam or project referred to in sub-section (2) 
for so long as it deems it necessary so to do; 
 
Clause 14 : Conditions subject to which Board may function. 

a) No multipurpose dam as referred to in Clause – 13(1)(c) shall be constructed by 
Board unless the State Governments make available the required land. 

 
b) No dam or project referred to in Clause -13(1)(d) shall be constructed unless the 

State Governments concerned make available free of cost land required for its 
execution and also undertake to take over its maintenance. 

 
c) No dam or other works shall be undertaken by the Board unless the State 

Governments concerned agree to provide all such assistance as may be required 
for the construction, operation and maintenance thereof. 

 
d) Central Government to specify such other conditions including conditions relating 

to sharing by the State Government concerned of the whole or part of cost of dam 
or other works constructed by the Board by a general or special order published in 
the Official Gazette 

 
Provided that before undertaking the construction of any dam or other works, the 

Board shall apprise the State Government concerned of the cost of construction of, and 
the benefits likely to accrue from such dam or other works and the proportion in which 
the State Government shall share such cost and benefits. 

 
Provided further that if the Board the State Governments are unable to agree in 

respect of the sharing of the cost and benefits of any such dam or other works and Board 
shall refer the matter to the Central Government for decision and the Central Government 
shall decide such matter after consulting the State Governments and the decision of the 
Central Government shall be final. 


